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Winter, 1945. Four teenagers. Four secrets. 

 

Each one born of a different homeland; each one hunted, 
and haunted, by tragedy, lies…and war. 

 

As thousands of desperate refugees flock to the coast in 
the midst of a Soviet advance, four paths converge, vying 
for passage aboard the Wilhelm Gustloff, a ship that 
promises safety and freedom. 

 

Yet not all promises can be kept. 

 

Inspired by the single greatest tragedy in maritime history, 
bestselling and award-winning author Ruta Sepetys 
(Between Shades of Gray) lifts the veil on a shockingly 
little-known casualty of World War II. An illuminating and 
life-affirming tale of heart and hope. 



"Dead girl walking”, the boys say in the halls. 

"Tell us your secret”, the girls whisper, one toilet to another. 

I am that girl. 

I am the space between my thighs, daylight shining through. 

I am the bones they want, wired on a porcelain frame. 

 

Lia and Cassie are best friends, wintergirls frozen in 
matchstick bodies, competitors in a deadly contest to see who 
can be the skinniest. But what comes after size zero and size 
double-zero? When Cassie succumbs to the demons within, 
Lia feels she is being haunted by her friend’s restless spirit. 

 

Laurie Halse Anderson explores Lia’s descent into the 
powerful vortex of anorexia, and her painful path toward 
recovery.  

Interest Level: 11+ 



Sixteen-year-old and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers 
to save his drama for the school musical. But when an email 
falls into the wrong hands, his secret is at risk of being 
thrust into the spotlight. Now Simon is actually being 
blackmailed: if he doesn’t play wingman for class clown 
Martin, his sexual identity will become everyone’s business. 
Worse, the privacy of Blue, the pen name of the boy he’s 
been emailing, will be compromised. 

 

With some messy dynamics emerging in his once tight-knit 
group of friends, and his email correspondence with Blue 
growing more flirtatious every day, Simon’s junior year has 
suddenly gotten all kinds of complicated. Now, change-averse 
Simon has to find a way to step out of his comfort zone 
before he’s pushed out—without alienating his friends, 
compromising himself, or fumbling a shot at happiness with 
the most confusing, adorable guy he’s never met.  

Interest Level: 13+ 



Dimple Shah has it all figured out. With graduation behind her, she’s 
more than ready for a break from her family, from Mamma’s 
inexplicable obsession with her finding the “Ideal Indian Husband.” Ugh. 
Dimple knows they must respect her principles on some level, though. 
If they truly believed she needed a husband right now, they wouldn’t 
have paid for her to attend a summer program for aspiring web 
developers…right? 

 

Rishi Patel is a hopeless romantic. So when his parents tell him that his 
future wife will be attending the same summer program as him—
wherein he’ll have to woo her—he’s totally on board. Because as silly as 
it sounds to most people in his life, Rishi wants to be arranged, believes 
in the power of tradition, stability, and being a part of something much 
bigger than himself. 

 

The Shahs and Patels didn’t mean to start turning the wheels on this 
“suggested arrangement” so early in their children’s lives, but when 
they noticed them both gravitate toward the same summer program, 
they figured, Why not? 

 

Dimple and Rishi may think they have each other figured out. But when 
opposites clash, love works hard to prove itself in the most unexpected 
ways. 

Interest Level: 13+ 



The fifty contestants in the Miss Teen Dream pageant 
thought this was going to be a fun trip to the beach, where 
they could parade in their state-appropriate costumes and 
compete in front of the cameras. But sadly, their airplane 
had another idea crashing on a desert island and leaving the 
survivors stranded with little food, little water, and 
practically no eyeliner.  

 

What's a beauty queen to do? Continue to practice for the 
talent portion of the program--or wrestle snakes to the 
ground? Get a perfect tan--or learn to run wild? And what 
should happen when the sexy pirates show up?  

 

Welcome to the heart of non-exfoliated darkness. Your tour 
guide? None other than Libba Bray, the hilarious, sensational, 
Printz Award-winning author of A Great and Terrible Beauty 
and Going Bovine. The result is a novel that will make you 
laugh, make you think, and make you never see beauty the 
same way again.  

Interest Level: 13+ 



"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is 
SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that 
quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces 
dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin 
brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh 
has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad 
beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this 
fast and furious middle grade novel of family and 
brotherhood. 

 

 

Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up 
on and off the court to realize breaking the rules 
comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-
stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire 
family.  

Interest Level: 11+ 



Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: 
the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy 
suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance 
between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses 
the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at 
the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. 

 

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some 
are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a 
gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil's 
name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate 
Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: 
what really went down that night? And the only person 
alive who can answer that is Starr. 

 

But what Starr does or does not say could upend her 
community. It could also endanger her life.  

Interest Level: 13+ 



It's the end of the world. Six students have taken cover in 
Cortege High but shelter is little comfort when the dead 

outside won't stop pounding on the doors. One bite is all it 
takes to kill a person and bring them back as a monstrous 
version of their former self. To Sloane Price, that doesn't 
sound so bad. Six months ago, her world collapsed and 

since then, she's failed to find a reason to keep going. Now 
seems like the perfect time to give up. As Sloane eagerly 

waits for the barricades to fall, she's forced to witness the 
apocalypse through the eyes of five people who 

actually want to live. But as the days crawl by, the 
motivations for survival change in startling ways and soon 

the group's fate is determined less and less by what's 
happening outside and more and more by the 

unpredictable and violent bids for life—and death—inside. 
When everything is gone, what do you hold on to? 

Interest Level: 13+ 



Grubbs Grady has stiff red hair and is a little 
big for his age, which means he can get into R-

rated movies. He hates history and loves 
bacon, rats, and playing tricks on his 

squeamish older sister. When he opts out of a 
family weekend trip, he never guesses that he 

is about to take a terrifying journey into 
darkness. Hungry demons and howling 

werewolves haunt his waking nightmares... 
and threaten his life. 

 

The first book in the Demonata, the demonic 
symphony in ten parts by multi-million-copy 

bestselling horror writer Darren Shan… 

Interest Level: 11+ 



A funny, feminist teen story about knowing when to 
train . . . and when to fight. 

 

Fleur Waters never takes anything seriously - until she 
turns up at her local boxing club one day, just to prove a 
point. She's the only girl there, and the warm-up alone is 
exhausting . . . but the workout gives her an escape from 
home and school, and when she lands her first uppercut 
on a punching bag she feels a rare glow of satisfaction. 

 

So she goes back the next week, determined to improve. 
Fleur's overprotective mum can't abide the idea of her 
entering a boxing ring, why won't she join her pilates 
class instead? Her friends don't get it either and even her 
boyfriend, 'Prince' George, seems concerned by her 
growing muscles and appetite - but it's Fleur's body, 
Fleur's life, so she digs her heels in and carries on with 
her training.  

Interest Level: 11+ 



June's life at home with her stepmother and 
stepsister is a dark one – and a secret one. She 
is trapped like a butterfly in a net.  
 
But then June meets Blister, a boy in the 
woods. In him she recognises the tiniest 
glimmer of hope that perhaps she can find a 
way to fly far, far away from her home and be 
free. Because every creature in this world 
deserves their freedom . . . But at what price? 
 
Paper Butterflies is an unforgettable read, 
perfect for fans of Jennifer Niven, Jandy Nelson, 
Sarah Crossan and Louise O'Neill. 

Interest Level: 11+ 



It happened like this. I was stolen from an airport. Taken from 
everything I knew, everything I was used to. Taken to sand and 
heat, dirt and danger. And he expected me to love him. 

 

This is my story. 

A letter from nowhere.  

 

Sixteen-year-old Gemma is kidnapped from Bangkok airport and 
taken to the Australian Outback. This wild and desolate landscape 
becomes almost a character in the book, so vividly is it described. 
Ty, her captor, is no stereotype. He is young, fit and completely 
gorgeous. This new life in the wilderness has been years in the 
planning. He loves only her, wants only her. Under the hot glare of 
the Australian sun, cut off from the world outside, can the force of 
his love make Gemma love him back?  

 

The story takes the form of a letter, written by Gemma to Ty, 
reflecting on those strange and disturbing months in the outback. 
Months when the lines between love and obsession, and love and 
dependency, blur until they don't exist--almost. 

Interest Level: 13+ 


