




Interest Level: 13+ 

It’s just a small story really, about among other 
things: a girl, some words, an accordionist, some 
fanatical Germans, a Jewish fist-fighter, and quite a 
lot of thievery. . . . 

 

Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s 
groundbreaking new novel is the story of Liesel 
Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel 
scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing 
when she encounters something she can’t resist–
books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster 
father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books 
with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as 
with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before he 
is marched to Dachau. 

 

This is an unforgettable story about the ability of books 
to feed the soul. 



Interest Level: 11+ 

She’s more gunpowder than girl—and the fate of the 
desert lies in her hands. 

 

Mortals rule the desert nation of Miraji, but mystical 
beasts still roam the wild and barren wastes, and rumor 
has it that somewhere, djinni still practice their magic. But 
there's nothing mystical or magical about Dustwalk, the 
dead-end town that Amani can't wait to escape from.  

 

Destined to wind up "wed or dead," Amani’s counting on 
her sharpshooting skills to get her out of Dustwalk. When 
she meets Jin, a mysterious and devastatingly handsome 
foreigner, in a shooting contest, she figures he’s the perfect 
escape route. But in all her years spent dreaming of leaving 
home, she never imagined she'd gallop away on a mythical 
horse, fleeing the murderous Sultan's army, with a fugitive 
who's wanted for treason. And she'd never have predicted 
she'd fall in love with him... or that he'd help her unlock 
the powerful truth of who she really is.  



Interest Level: 13+ 

Secrets, romance, murder and lies: Zoe shares a 
terrible secret in a letter to a stranger on death row in 
this second novel from the author of the bestselling 
debut, My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece. 

 

Fifteen-year-old Zoe has a secret—a dark and terrible 
secret that she can't confess to anyone she knows. But 
then one day she hears of a criminal, Stuart Harris, 
locked up on death row in Texas. Like Zoe, Stuart is no 
stranger to secrets. Or lies. Or murder. 

 

Full of heartache yet humour, Zoe tells her story in the 
only way she can—in letters to the man in prison in 
America. Armed with a pen, Zoe takes a deep breath, 
eats a jam sandwich, and begins her tale of love and 
betrayal.  



Interest Level: 11+ 

Caldecott Award winner and bookmaking 
trailblazer Brian Selznick once again plays with 
the form he invented and takes readers on a 
voyage! 

 

Two seemingly unrelated stories--one in words, 
the other in pictures--come together. The 
illustrated story begins in 1766 with Billy Marvel, 
the lone survivor of a shipwreck, and charts the 
adventures of his family of actors over five 
generations. The prose story opens in 1990 and 
follows Joseph, who has run away from school to 
an estranged uncle's puzzling house in London, 
where he, along with the reader, must piece 
together many mysteries. 



Interest Level: 13+ 

Roberta 'Bobbie' Rowe is not the kind of person who believes 
in ghosts. A Halloween dare at her ridiculously spooky 
boarding school is no big deal, especially when her best friend 
Naya and cute local boy Caine agree to join in too. They are 
ordered to summon the legendary ghost of 'Bloody Mary': say 
her name five times in front of a candlelit mirror, and she 
shall appear... But, surprise surprise, nothing happens. Or 
does it? 

 

Next morning, Bobbie finds a message on her bathroom 
mirror... five days... but what does it mean? And who left it 
there? Things get increasingly weird and more terrifying for 
Bobbie and Naya, until it becomes all too clear that Bloody 
Mary was indeed called from the afterlife that night, and she is 
definitely not a friendly ghost. Bobbie, Naya and Caine are now 
in a race against time before their five days are up and Mary 
comes for them, as she has come for countless others before... 
A truly spine-chilling yet witty horror from shortlisted 'Queen 
of Teen' author James Dawson.  



Interest Level: 11+ 

The monster showed up after midnight. As they 
do. 

 

But it isn’t the monster Conor’s been expecting. 
He’s been expecting the one from his nightmare, 
the one he’s had nearly every night since his 
mother started her treatments, the one with the 
darkness and the wind and the screaming… 

 

This monster is something different, though. 
Something ancient, something wild. And it wants 
the most dangerous thing of all from Conor. 

 

It wants the truth. 



Interest Level: 13+ 

"'There are only two reasons a non-seer would see a spirit on St. 
Mark's Eve,' Neeve said. 'Either you're his true love...or you killed 
him.'“ 

 

Every year, Blue Sargent stands next to her clairvoyant mother as 
the soon-to-be dead walk past. Blue never sees them--until this 
year, when a boy emerges from the dark and speaks to her. 

 

His name is Gansey, a rich student at Aglionby, the local private 
school. Blue has a policy of staying away from Aglionby boys. 
Known as Raven Boys, they can only mean trouble. 

 

But Blue is drawn to Gansey, in a way she can't entirely explain. He 
is on a quest that has encompassed three other Raven Boys: Adam, 
the scholarship student who resents the privilege around him; 
Ronan, the fierce soul whose emotions range from anger to 
despair; and Noah, the taciturn watcher who notices many things 
but says very little. 

 

For as long as she can remember, Blue has been warned that she 
will cause her true love to die. She doesn't believe in true love, and 
never thought this would be a problem. But as her life becomes 
caught up in the strange and sinister world of the Raven Boys, she's 
not so sure anymore.  



Interest Level: 11+ 

Darkus is miserable. His dad has 
disappeared, and now he is living next door 
to the most disgusting neighbours ever. 

 

A giant beetle called Baxter comes to his 
rescue. But can the two solve the mystery of 
his dad’s disappearance, especially when 
links emerge to cruel Lucretia Cutter and her 
penchant for beetle jewellery? A coffee-mug 
mountain, home to a million insects, could 
provide the answer – if Darkus and Baxter 
are brave enough to find it …  



Interest Level: 13+ 

A funny and moving love story about friends, first 
loves and self-discovery by Queen of Teen 2014. 

 

When sixteen-year-old Toria Bland arrives at her new 
school she needs to work out who her friends are in a 
crazy whirl of worry, exam pressure and anxiety over 
fitting in. Things start looking up when Toria meets the 
funny and foul-mouthed Polly, who's the coolest girl 
that Toria has ever seen. Polly and the rest of the 
'alternative' kids take Toria under their wing. And that's 
when she meets the irresistible Nico Mancini, lead 
singer of a local band - and it's instalove at first sight! 
Toria likes Nico, Nico likes Toria, but then there's Polly 
... love and friendship have a funny way of going round 
in circles. 



Interest Level: 13+ 

Greece in the age of heroes. Patroclus, an 
awkward young prince, has been exiled to the 
court of King Peleus and his perfect son Achilles. 
Despite their difference, Achilles befriends the 
shamed prince, and as they grow into young men 
skilled in the arts of war and medicine, their bond 
blossoms into something deeper - despite the 
displeasure of Achilles' mother Thetis, a cruel sea 
goddess.  

 

But when word comes that Helen of Sparta has 
been kidnapped, Achilles must go to war in distant 
Troy and fulfill his destiny. Torn between love and 
fear for his friend, Patroclus goes with him, little 
knowing that the years that follow will test 
everything they hold dear.  



Interest Level: 13+ 

Grace and Tippi. Tippi and Grace. Two sisters. Two 
hearts. Two dreams. Two lives. But one body. 

 

Grace and Tippi are conjoined twins, joined at the 
waist, defying the odds of survival for sixteen years. 
They share everything, and they are everything to each 
other. They would never imagine being apart. For 
them, that would be the real tragedy. 

 

But something is happening to them. Something they 
hoped would never happen. And Grace doesn’t want 
to admit it. Not even to Tippi. 

 

How long can they hide from the truth—how long 
before they must face the most impossible choice of 
their lives?  



Interest Level: 13+ 

Katsa has been able to kill a man with her bare hands 
since she was eight - she's a Graceling, one of the rare 
people in her land born with an extreme skill. As niece 
of the king, she should be able to live a life of privilege, 
but Graced as she is with killing, she is forced to work 
as the king's thug. 

 

When she first meets Prince Po, Graced with combat 
skills, Katsa has no hint of how her life is about to 
change. 

 

She never expects to become Po's friend. 

 

She never expects to learn a new truth about her own 
Grace - or about a terrible secret that lies hidden far 
away. 



Interest Level: 11+ 

Meet Skulduggery Pleasant: detective, sorcerer, warrior. 

 

Oh yeah. And dead. 

 

Stephanie's uncle Gordon is a writer of horror fiction. But 
when he dies and leaves her his estate, Stephanie learns that 
while he may have written horror, it certainly wasn't fiction. 

 

Pursued by evil forces intent on recovering a mysterious key, 
Stephanie finds help from an unusual source – the 
wisecracking skeleton of a dead wizard. 

 

When all hell breaks loose, it's lucky for Skulduggery that he's 
already dead. Though he's about to discover that being a 
skeleton doesn't stop you from being tortured, if the torturer is 
determined enough. And if there's anything Skulduggery hates, 
it's torture… Will evil win the day? Will Stephanie and 
Skulduggery stop bickering long enough to stop it? One thing's 
for sure: evil won't know what's hit it. 



Interest Level: 13+ 

Two boys. Two secrets. 

 

David Piper has always been an outsider. His parents 
think he’s gay. The school bully thinks he’s a freak. Only 
his two best friends know the real truth – David wants 
to be a girl.  

 

On the first day at his new school Leo Denton has one 
goal – to be invisible. Attracting the attention of the 
most beautiful girl in year eleven is definitely not part 
of that plan.  

 

When Leo stands up for David in a fight, an unlikely 
friendship forms. But things are about to get messy. 
Because at Eden Park School secrets have a funny habit 
of not staying secret for long… 



Interest Level: 11+ 

Magnus Chase has always been a troubled kid. Since his 
mother’s mysterious death, he’s lived alone on the streets of 
Boston, surviving by his wits, keeping one step ahead of the 
police and the truant officers. 

 

One day, he’s tracked down by a man he’s never met—a man 
his mother claimed was dangerous. The man tells him an 
impossible secret: Magnus is the son of a Norse god. 

 

The Viking myths are true. The gods of Asgard are preparing 
for war. Trolls, giants and worse monsters are stirring for 
doomsday. To prevent Ragnarok, Magnus must search the Nine 
Worlds for a weapon that has been lost for thousands of years. 

 

When an attack by fire giants forces him to choose between his 
own safety and the lives of hundreds of innocents, Magnus 
makes a fatal decision. 

 

Sometimes, the only way to start a new life is to die . . . 



Interest Level: 11+ 

Aubrey is a rumbunctious boy who tries to run before he 
can walk and has crashed two cars before he's old enough 
to drive one. But when Aubrey's father, Jim, falls under an 
horrendous spell, Aubrey is determined to break it. 
Everyone says his task is impossible but with the help of 
the animals of Rushing Wood and a touch of magic, 
Aubrey will never give up and never surrender - even if he 
must fight the unkillable spirit of despair itself - the 
Terrible Yoot!  

 

The first children's book from Horatio Clare, the award-
winning author of 'Running for the Hills', 'A Single Swallow' 
and 'Down to the Sea in Ships', is a compelling story of 
Aubrey saving his father, with the help of the wild animals 
of Rushing Wood. It tackles the difficult subject of 
depression with verve and vigour, in a book that is both a 
touching family story and a thrilling adventure. 



Interest Level: 11+ 

“The first kidnappings happened two hundred years before. Some years it 
was two boys taken, some years two girls, sometimes one of each. But if 
at first the choices seemed random, soon the pattern became clear. One 
was always beautiful and good, the child every parent wanted as their 
own. The other was homely and odd, an outcast from birth. An opposing 
pair, plucked from youth and spirited away.” 

 

This year, best friends Sophie and Agatha are about to discover where all 
the lost children go: the fabled School for Good & Evil, where ordinary 
boys and girls are trained to be fairy tale heroes and villains. As the most 
beautiful girl in Gavaldon, Sophie has dreamed of being kidnapped into 
an enchanted world her whole life. With her pink dresses, glass slippers, 
and devotion to good deeds, she knows she’ll earn top marks at the 
School for Good and graduate a storybook princess. Meanwhile Agatha, 
with her shapeless black frocks, wicked pet cat, and dislike of nearly 
everyone, seems a natural fit for the School for Evil. 

 

But when the two girls are swept into the Endless Woods, they find their 
fortunes reversed—Sophie’s dumped in the School for Evil to take 
Uglification, Death Curses, and Henchmen Training, while Agatha finds 
herself in the School For Good, thrust amongst handsome princes and fair 
maidens for classes in Princess Etiquette and Animal Communication.. 
But what if the mistake is actually the first clue to discovering who Sophie 
and Agatha really are…? 

 

The School for Good & Evil is an epic journey into a dazzling new world, 
where the only way out of a fairy tale is to live through one. 



Interest Level: 11+ 

Alexia Tarabotti is laboring under a great many social 
tribulations.  

 

First, she has no soul. Second, she's a spinster whose 
father is both Italian and dead. Third, she was rudely 
attacked by a vampire, breaking all standards of social 
etiquette. 

 

Where to go from there? From bad to worse apparently, 
for Alexia accidentally kills the vampire--and then the 
appalling Lord Maccon (loud, messy, gorgeous, and 
werewolf) is sent by Queen Victoria to investigate. 

 

With unexpected vampires appearing and expected 
vampires disappearing, everyone seems to believe Alexia 
responsible. Can she figure out what is actually happening 
to London's high society? Will her soulless ability to negate 
supernatural powers prove useful or just plain 
embarrassing? Finally, who is the real enemy, and do they 
have treacle tart?  



Interest Level: 11+ 

After the grisly murder of his entire family, a toddler 
wanders into a graveyard where the ghosts and other 
supernatural residents agree to raise him as one of their 
own. 

 

Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a normal 
boy. He would be completely normal if he didn't live in a 
sprawling graveyard, being raised and educated by ghosts, 
with a solitary guardian who belongs to neither the world 
of the living nor of the dead. There are dangers and 
adventures in the graveyard for a boy. But if Bod leaves the 
graveyard, then he will come under attack from the man 
Jack—who has already killed Bod's family...  

 

Beloved master storyteller Neil Gaiman returns with a 
luminous new novel for the audience that embraced his 
New York Times bestselling modern classic Coraline. 
Magical, terrifying, and filled with breathtaking 
adventures, The Graveyard Book is sure to enthrall readers 
of all ages.  



Interest Level: 13+ 

Four friends meet up at their old school to 
open the memory box they stowed there 
years ago - with five letters inside for four 
of them, because their friend Millie has 
died. 

 

When they open the box they find a new 
letter from Millie and discover that she has 
left them special instructions: permission to 
open her letter only if they all read aloud 
the letters they wrote to their older selves, 
revealing their deepest secrets.  


