
Revision Strategies
ENGLISH
Frequently asked questions:

How do I revise for English?

How can I revise for English Language when I don’t know what the 
extract is?

How do I revise a whole text?

Where do I start?



Exam Structure

English Language Paper 1

Fiction
1 Extract

1 Hour 45 Minutes

English Literature Paper 1

Romeo and Juliet
A Christmas Carol

1 Hour 45 Minutes

English Language Paper 2

Non-Fiction (Literary Non-Fiction)
2 Extracts

1 Hour 45 Minutes

English Literature Paper 2

An Inspector Calls
Power and Conflict Poetry
Unseen Poetry

2 Hours 15 Minutes



Revision Strategies
Quotation explosions

Create dual coded quotations.

Fill the gap quotations – have someone test you

Create flashcards – for quotations/context/characters etc

Character mind maps – attributes, key events, quotations

Theme mind maps – link to characters, quotations etc

Timeline of events

Plan exam responses / Speed Planning

Complete past papers/example exam questions (full or partial responses) and submit for marking

Youtube – Mr Bruff

Booklets available on Teams

GCSEPod

BBC Bitesize





Revision Guides
• Do you know how to use these 

properly?

• Should we just be reading page 
after page of revision?

• Make notes as you go! 

• Reduce the information into 
smaller and smaller bullet points



Flash Cards
• Some people prefer to use flash cards as 

their revision.

• You can create these yourselves, or you 
can purchase pre-made packs for 
specific texts. 

• What to include:
• Key information only
• Bullet points – key words – key phrases –

terminology – not full sentences



Dual-Coded Quotations
• Very simply, this is where you convert your 

quotations into images. 
• Transforming the language in this way often 

means you need to simplify the quote (to 
allow you to find an appropriate image). 

• This helps you to understand the basic 
meaning of the language!

• www.thenounproject.com

http://www.thenounproject.com/


Mind Maps
• English Literature

• Characters

• Themes

• Motifs – A symbol that 
reoccurs frequently 
within a text (i.e. 
heat/fire in A Christmas 
Carol)





YouTube Videos – Mr Bruff



And if you’re still not 
sure what to do…

…speak to your teacher!
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