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Exams and 
the process

Mr Gourlay



Examinations

• Exams start Monday 15th May
• Morning exams are at 9am

• Afternoon exams are 1.00pm (unless otherwise stated)

• AM exam – Arrive by 8:30am

• PM Exam – Arrive by 12:30pm

• Breakfast from 8.00am - 8.30am
• May holidays



Food and Drink

• It is important that you have eaten well and are hydrated before going into an exam. 

• Exam students can purchase breakfast from 8.00am - 8.30am

• Exam students will have their lunch slightly earlier than scheduled to ensure ample time 
to prepare. 

• May Holidays
• A light breakfast and lunch will be served at 8am/12pm respectively when exams take place in the 

holidays. There will be no charge for this during the May holiday.



If something happens…

• Please do not worry. 

• Call the school to make us aware of your situation.

• If you arrive within 1 hour of the exam start time, you will be able to 
sit your exam and there is no requirement to make the exam board 
aware. 

• If you are more than an hour late, please contact the school. You can 
still sit the exam and we would need to make the exam board aware. 
They will make a decision as to whether they will accept the paper.  



Entering your Exam

• Empty your pockets

• If students are found with any pieces of paper (regardless of content), you may be 
disqualified for exam malpractice.

• Ensure you have the correct stationary

• If students are using a pencil case, it must be made of clear plastic

• Bring a bottle of water

• It must be clear with the sticker removed and no larger than 500ml

• Wear your uniform

• School uniform must be worn when sitting an exam. This includes exams taking place in the 
May holidays.

• Students are not required to wear your uniform if using the school to revise or attending a 
scheduled revision session.



Digital Devices

• You must not enter the exam hall with any type of digital device. 

• This includes:

• Mobile Phones

• Headphones

• Wireless Earbuds (such as AirPods)

• Any type of wristwatch

• It is more difficult to differentiate between a traditional watch and a smartwatch. 
You are not allowed to wear any watches on your wrists. 

• Digital clocks are displayed around the exam hall. 



Student Communication

• If a student has not arrived 15 minutes before an exam is due to start, the school will 
attempt to make contact. 

• In the first instance we will make contact with parents. 

• We will be collecting student’s personal phone numbers shortly before the exam period. 
Where contact cannot be made with parents/guardians, we will contact the student 
directly. 

• Student contact details will be held securely and will only be accessible to senior leaders 
with responsibility for exams. 



Timetable Clash

• There will be some instances where students have two exams scheduled at the same 
time. 

• All exams need to be sat on the scheduled day. 

• An alternative schedule will be communicated shortly to students and parents. 

• Students will remain with an invigilator between exams to ensure exam integrity is 
maintained. 



Questions



Well-being 
guidance

Miss James



School and home working together

• First few exams are the most difficult

• (staff are always there before the students go into the exam and we also wait outside at 
the end of the exam-for support)

• Students settle after their first exam and often feel much better

• Subject leaders are available to wish their students good luck etc at the beginning of the 
exam and at the end.

• Invigilators-helpful and experienced members of staff who warm and welcoming before 
the exams, during the exams and after



Being positive

• 'Can do' attitude

• If adults worry, the children worry and are less 
productive and more anxious

• Give positive reinforcement

• Help with organising exam schedule,



Keeping Active

• Encourage them to keep active on a daily basis.

• Plan and do active things together as it will reduce 
anxiety

• Go out for fresh air

• Help make a study schedule for evenings and 
weekends.



Unplugging

• Phones

• Work out a schedule with your child

• Use phone time as a reward



Study Support

Mr Foreman



Environment

• Create a relaxing environment for you child

• Help them plan out coping strategies to deal with stress

• Stay calm 

• Give them positive reinforcement 

• Show and remind them how proud you are of them.



“I’m going to do some 

revision….”

When your brain thinks that you are 

about to do something that’s vague and 

ambiguous it will often start to come up 

with reasons why you shouldn’t do it…. 

BE SPECIFIC



3. How will I know if I’ve made progress? 
How are you going to test yourself? If you just sit passively 
reading your notes you will have no idea if you have made any 
progress, so you’ll need to test yourself in some way. 

2. How long am I going to revise/work for? 
Be very clear about the time. If you are doing active revision this 
shouldn’t be any longer than two hours. Remember to build in 
short 5 minute breaks every 25 minutes. 

1. How am I going to revise/work? 
Here you have to be specific about the how (what strategy you 
are going to use) and also what you are going to revise. This 
means identifying specifically the topics you are going to cover. 

HOW?

TIME?

TEST!



Revision

25 mins, 5 mins Break 
Repeat

2 mins – Identify what you need to revise (e.g., Origins of the 
Cold War)

3 mins – Watch GCSE POD on this topic.

5 mins – Read over notes on the events between 1945 –
48.

5 mins – Independent practice/planning/Flash card. Mix 
it up a bit rather than just copying.

10 mins – Exam question on the origins of the Cold War.



Revision 
Plan



Top Tips

• The early bird – plan and the earlier you start revising, 
the less you have to do in each block of revision.

• Be realistic – You might like to get it all done in 5 
minutes, but this is not going to happen! Working 24 
hours a day will not help either. Make sure your plan 
is manageable in the real world.

• Testing times – do not just input, check what you 
know, you can do this with friends, family on your 
own. Testing is a great way of counteracting those 
nerves by confirming what you know and filling in the 
gaps. Use past exam papers

• Get to bed early before your exams



Student Support
✓ Pupils will be given Personal learning Checklist, that personalise their learning in Term 4

✓ Mentoring – Data driven

✓ Revision session during  March/May holiday, as part of those two weeks of exams

✓ Subject Conferences in Term 4

✓ Use of your PSHE/RSCS lessons for walking talking mocks

✓ Use the study support sessions both before and after school

✓ Study support timetable is on the school website

✓ Morning session is 8.00am – 8.30am, after school 4 – 5pm

✓Tutor time will be used for subject specialist activities

There are 39 school days left before your exams start!



• March Holidays

Week 1

Monday 6th March Tuesday 7th March Wednesday 8th March Thursday 9th March Friday 10th March

Art Revision Art Revision Food Geography Creative I media

A102 A102 A002 Library A103

Exam Work Portfolio
Exam Work 
Portfolio

Coursework completion Paper 1 Coursework

Mrs Morgan Mrs Morgan Mrs Firmin Mr Hallas Mr Gourley

All Art Students All Art Students Selected Food Students
All Geography 
Students

Selected Creative I Media 
Students.

10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 9am - 3pm 10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm

Sociology History Revision Science Media

C001 Library Library A103

Walking talking Mock 
Exam

America and Cold 
War

Walking talking Mock Coursework

Mrs Brown Mr. Foreman Mrs Gill Mrs Morris

All Sociology Students All History Students Selected Students All Media Students

10am - 2pm 10am - 2pm 1pm – 3pm 10am - 2pm



Term 4 Assessments
•Art Exam on Tuesday 2nd May and Wednesday 3rd May.
•From the 18th April Spanish Speaking exams will be taking place.
•Deadlines for Food, DT, Sport Science at the end of this week.
•Deadline for Engineering is soon.

Term 4 Week 2

SUBJECT Day START TIME DURATION LOCATION

Biology/Combined Science Monday 9.10am 1H 45m/1H 10m Sports Hall

Maths Paper 2 Monday 1.10pm 1h 30m Sports Hall

Chemistry/Combined Science Tuesday 9.00am 1H 45m/1H 10m Sports Hall

Physics/Combined Science Tuesday 2.10pm 1H 45m/1H 10m Sports Hall

Maths Paper 3 Wednesday 1.10pm 1h 30m Sports Hall



Satchel one
• Teacher is setting homework as per the next slide.

• The subject teacher should be teaching pupils the different 
revision techniques that pupils can use that both work best for 
that subject and for that pupil.



• Core subjects.
• Subjects
• CTS website has all the specific 

revision guidance, weblinks, past 
papers for each of the option choice 
subjects that pupils do.

• Year 11 Examinations & Revision

https://www.corbytechnicalschool.org/page/?title=Year+11+Examinations+%26amp%3B+Revision&pid=541


Questions



English



English Language Paper 1 80 marks 50% of Language GCSE 1 hour 45 mins

Part A: Reading 40 marks

25% of Language GCSE

Part B: Writing 40 marks
25% of Lang GCSE 

Q5: Descriptive/narrative writing. 
AO5/AO6

You will need to examine a source and/ or 
consider a prompt in order to create a piece 
of original descriptive or narrative writing. 

- 40 marks
- 45 minutes

- 5 minute plan
- 35 minute write
- 5 minute check

Q1: List four 
things. AO1

You need to 
be able to 
retrieve 

information.

- 4 marks
- 5 minutes

Q2: How the writer 
uses language for 
effect. AO2

You need to be able to 
analyse language and 

select examples to 
support your comments.

- 8 marks
- 10 minutes  

Q3: How the writer 
uses structure for 
effect. AO2

You need to be able to 
analyse structure and 

select examples to 
support your 
comments.

- 8 marks
- 10 minutes

Q4: To what extent do 
you agree? AO4 

You need to be able to 
evaluate texts critically 
and select evidence to 

support your comments. 

- 20 marks
- 20 minutes

English Language Paper 2 80 marks 50% of Language GCSE 1 hour 45 mins

Part A: Reading 40 marks
25% of Language GCSE

Part B: Writing 40 marks
25% of Lang GCSE 

Q5: Descriptive/narrative writing. 
AO5/AO6

You will produce a piece for a specific 
audience, purpose and form, giving your 

own perspective on a theme introduced in 
Part A. 

- 40 marks

- 45 minutes
- 5 minute plan
- 35 minute write
- 5 minute check

Q1: True/ False 
statements. 
AO1

You need to be 
able to retrieve 

information.

- 4 marks
- 5 minutes

Q2: Write a summary 
of information from 
reading. AO1

You need to be able to 
retrieve and interpret 

information.

- 8 marks
- 8 minutes  

Q3: How the writer 
uses language for 
effect. AO2

You need to be able to 
analyse language and 

select examples to 
support your 
comments.

- 12 marks
- 12 minutes

Q4: How the writers 
present ideas. AO3

You need to be able to 
compare ideas and 

perspectives across two or 
more texts.

- 20 marks
- 20 minutes

- 5 minute plan
- 15 minute write



English Literature Paper 1 64 marks 40% of Literature GCSE 1 hour 45 mins

Section A: Shakespeare 34 marks 50 minutes + 5 mins SPaG check Section B: 19th Century novel 30 marks         50 mins

You will answer one essay question on Romeo and 
Juliet:
1. First you will need to write about a given extract 

from the play. You must focus on a detailed 
analysis of Shakespeare’s choice of language and 
the techniques he uses. You must use quotations 
to support your response. Try to make links to the 
wider context in your response.

2. Secondly, you will need to refer to the wider play 
as a whole. You must select key moments and 
analyse them in detail.

You will be assessed for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar in this section only.

You may be asked to write about: character, theme, 
imagery, language and/or structure, so will need to 
have knowledge and understanding of them all. 
AO1234

You will answer one essay question on A Christmas Carol 
OR Jekyll and Hyde depending on what your class have 
studied

• You will be required to write in detail about a given 
extract from the novel.

• You must focus on a detailed analysis of the language 
and techniques that Dickens uses. 

• You will also need to make sure you link your points and 
analysis to the wider context of the novel. 

You may be asked to write about: character, theme, 
imagery, language and/or structure, so will need to have 
knowledge and understanding of them all. 
AO123

You will not be able to take your copies of Literature texts in to the exam - you will be given an extract. You must use quotations 
to support your response. 



English Literature Paper 2 96 marks 60% of Literature GCSE 2 hours 15 mins

Section A: Modern Text    
34 marks   
45 mins 
+ 5 mins SPaG check

Section B: Poetry Anthology  
30 marks    
45 mins

You will answer one essay question on An 
Inspector Calls:
1. You will be given a choice of two questions, but 

you must only choose one.
2. You will then need to write about a given extract 

from the play. You must focus on a detailed 
analysis of Priestley’s choice of language and the 
techniques he uses. You must use quotations to 
support your response. Try to make links to the 
wider context in your response.

3. Then, you will need to refer to the wider play as 
a whole. You must select key moments and 
analyse them in detail.

You will be assessed for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar in this section only.

You may be asked to write about: character, theme, 
imagery, language and/or structure, so will need to 
have knowledge and understanding of them all. 
AO1 234

You will answer one essay question about the 
Power and Conflict poems:
• You will be required to write in detail about 

a named poem from the Power and Conflict 
poems, and then compare this with another 
poem from the Power and Conflict cluster

• You must focus on a detailed analysis of the 
language and techniques that the poet uses. 

• You will also need to make sure you link your 
points and analysis to the wider context of 
the poems. 

You will be expected to be able to write about: 
subjects, themes, imagery, language and 
structure where relevant in relation to the 
question and poem. 

You will need to be able to make links and 
connections between poems in the cluster, 
having confidence to discuss similarities and 
differences in how they convey ideas about 
power and conflict. 
AO123

Section B: Unseen Poetry 
32 marks
30 mins – Q1
10 mins – Q2

You will answer one question on one
unseen poem and one question comparing 
that to another unseen poem:

• You will be required to about the first 
poem only for the first question.

• For the second question, you will need to 
compare the two poems you have been 
given.

You will need to carefully consider what the 
question is asking to guide your analysis, 
then refer to aspects of subject, themes, 
imagery, language and structure to answer 
the questions. 

You should read the poems at least twice 
through in order to check your best 
understanding. 
AO12



English - How to revise

English Language:

• Use the Paper 1 and Paper 2 revision booklets given to you by your teachers they have 
model exam papers and answers you can work through for every question on your exams!

• Look back to your mocks- which were your trickiest questions and do some of those 

• Read newspapers and magazine articles online or in print format

• Mr Bruff is excellent for all Language papers- he does revision videos on all of them that are 
short and easy to listen to   Mr Bruff Language Paper revision

English Literature:

• Start by revising each text, and annotating your book including notes from lecture and 
lessons

• Mr Bruff is excellent for all Literature texts- he does revision videos on all of them that are 
short and easy to listen to  Mr Bruff Literature Revision

• Characters and theme mind maps

• Create comparisons of the poems

• Create quotation cards where you have exploded quotations

• Practise writing some intros or analytical paragraphs

• Practise doing some plans on a range of questions/themes                        Revise with a buddy!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHq9P90BZFM&list=PLqGFsWf-P-cBHOn9Mqo85KOPFHWwAUDik


How to revise- intros

1) Dickens wrote A Christmas Carol 
2) He uses the redemption of Scrooge’s 

character to challenge the negative 
viewpoints of rich industrialists of the 
Victorian era.

3) It can be seen in this extract that the 
impact of the ghosts on Scrooge, show 
readers the rich need to change their 
attitudes and become transformed into 
better, socially minded individuals.

4) Therefore, Scrooge’s redemption at the 
end of the novel, shows the Victorian 
reader that even the hardest hearted 
industrialist can be redeemed in the 
eyes of heaven.

Starting with this extract, explain how Dickens presents the redemption of Scrooge. 

Who wrote it?

When did they write it?

WHY did they write it?

Your simple answer to the question.  This is 
your THESIS statement or your BIG IDEA.



Key aspect to revise for both 
GCSEs:  What How Why

Any time you write out a 
point in your essay use:

WHAT HOW WHY  to 
structure your
paragraph

You get more marks for what 
you say AFTER the quotation.

AQA have advised teachers 
to tell you to use WHW as it 
helps you write in better 
quality



How to revise -plans



When to 
revise

Work out what you are less confident on and start there:
• Poetry Anthology
• Romeo and Juliet

• English Language Q4 and 5 both papers

On your revision schedule plan in half an hour twice a 
week

If you are revising based on what you are doing in class, we 
would recommend spacing your learning  for retrieval 
practice- leave it a couple of days and test yourself on what 
you did in class through:
• Mind map

• Flashcards
• Redo the same question
• Plan for an essay and compare them



How to test your 
learning

English

Seneca Learning

Completing a past paper/question – bring it in to be marked! 
(these are available at in the booklet you have been given and in 
the English office )

Self quizzing using quotation flashcards



Homework

One homework will be set by your teacher and will vary depending on what 
your teacher thinks you need:

• English Language – something for you to do in preparation for the lesson 
or completing a question

• English Literature – quotation and annotation / plan / part of an essay

• Quizzes on Satchel One for retrieval practice

• Massolit videos on the literature texts



Maths



Structure of the examinations

This year students will be given a formula sheet. 
Students used this in their latest set of mock 
examinations.



How to revise

Video tutorials Exam Questions – in an easy to print version Mark Scheme (Solutions)

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/



How to revise

Easy to use mark scheme 
(official one available too)

A video of an expert going through the whole paper

Access to Higher and Foundation GCSE Papers

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/



Closing the Gap



Upcoming Mock Exams



Upcoming Mock Exams



Science



How to revise

• Workbooks, Topic Specific Past Paper Questions & Past Papers

• Completed alongside the revision guide.

• A few days later, attempt them without the revision guides

• Flash Cards

• Used to rehearse key concepts which you struggle with.

• Allows someone else to support you with your revision, without 
them needing to know the subject. 



How to revise

• Seneca

• Follow up topics taught in lessons

• Pick clips specific to weaknesses identified in both Paper 1 and Paper 
2 Mock examination

• Practice and build up knowledge

• (Once the knowledge is secure, students are more confident in 
answering questions where topics need to be linked together).

• Educake

• Immediate feedback provided when answering practice 
questions. These are set for homework each week but you can access 
questions from every topic at any point.



How to revise

Three session per week focusing on:
• A session for Biology
• A session for Chemistry
• A session for Physics



How to test your 
learning

• Use topic specific past exam questions on Physics and Maths Tutor to 
test the topics

• Edexcel Past papers ( details on the website)

• CGP Workbooks (answers can be found in the library or with myself)

• Follow up with your class teacher to review and correct questions



Careers & 
next steps

Mr Rogers



A-Levels or 
equivalent

More academic 
route

Variety of 
courses A level 
and Vocational

Exit route to 
employment, u

niversity or 
apprenticeship

s

Sixth form

• A similar structure to what students are used to in school
• Timetable 
• Lesson structure
• Procedures
• Additional opportunities outside of lessons

• Sixth forms offer A level, Technical and Applied General subjects

• Applications are still welcome
• GCSE predictions are important
• Choice of 3 subjects
• Each subject has different entry criteria

• Once sixth form is completed, students can progress onto, Higher 
or Degree apprenticeships, University or employment.

• Contact Mr Hallas or access our school website for more 
information.



A-Levels or 
equivalent

Vocational 
based

Theory and 
practical

Variety of 
options

Exit route 
to 

employmen
t, university 

or 
Apprentices

hips

Further education college

• Different learning environment to what you are used to in school:

• Timetabling

• 3-5 days required at college

• Level 1, Level 2, Level 3 or T-Level courses available

• Wide range of industry, based courses available

• You must apply for Level 2 courses in Industry skilled jobs such as Hairdressing, electrical 
installation, brickwork etc.

• Some colleges have A level subjects available

• Open days are still ongoing

• Applications still open

• Level 2 courses require 3 GCSEs grade 9-1

• Level 3 courses require 4 GCSEs grade 9-4

• Opportunities to retake English and Math's GCSE at college are available if grade 4 not 
achieved in the summer



Reputable 
qualificatio

ns

On the job 
training

Theory and 
practical

Employability 
skills

Excellent 
progression 
opportuniti

es

Apprenticeships

• Different learning environment to what you are used to in school:

• Job with training

• 4 days working and 1 day required at college

• Earning salary and paid holiday

• Have hands on experience which can be drawn upon in your future career

• Wide variety of industries that offer apprenticeships

• Applications are open all year round although should look for a September start

• Open to anyone over the age of 16

• Different entry requirements depending on the sector and job

• Level 1, 2 and 3 available for school-leavers

• Higher and Degree (level 4 – 7) apprenticeships for students with a level 3 qualification



What to do next?

• Check your applications and ensure that you have applied for all the courses you wish to 
be considered for.

• Ensure that you’re applying for something you are passionate about.

• It is important that you have a plan B. Have applications in multiple places i.e. sixth form 
and college to ensure you have a place to study from September meeting any entry 
requirement.

• Seek advice if you need to.



Advice and Support

• The Careers Leader can provide support to both students and parents at this time.

• All year 11 students will have a career meeting with the Careers Leader before the end of 
Term 4 providing all opportunities available to them to help ensure a smooth 
transition after results day.

• Any information or advice you need the Careers Leader is happy to support.

• You can contact careers@corbytechnicalschool.org

mailto:careers@corbytechnicalschool.org


Questions



Summary
Mrs Reynolds



Thursday 29th June



Results Day - Thursday 24th August 2023 

• A letter will be sent nearer the time.

• Students will have a staggered arrival time.

• All students are handed their results individually.

• Support from staff for next destinations including CTS 
Sixth form
• Careers Leader – Mrs Stevens

• Senior staff

• Careers support continues for the next few weeks until 
students are settled with their new destination.



Parent/Carer 
Survey

• A link will be sent to you via 
email

• As the parents/carers of some of 
our most mature students, you 
know us well!

• Please take the time to share 
your feedback with the school


