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Exams and 
the process

Mr Gourlay



Examinations

• Exams start Thursday 9th May
• Morning exams are at 9am

• Afternoon exams are 1.00pm (unless otherwise stated)
• AM exam – Arrive by 8:30am at the latest!

• Breakfast from 8.00am - 8.30am

• With the recent changes to our term time, there will be no 
exams taking place during the May half term break. 

• In your pack, you have received a full examination timetable. 
Your child will receive an individual timetable in March after 
entries have been confirmed by the school. 



Timetable Clash

• There will be some instances where students have two exams scheduled at the same 
time. 

• All exams need to be sat on the scheduled day. 

• An alternative schedule will be communicated shortly to students and parents. 

• Students will remain with an invigilator between exams to ensure exam integrity is 
maintained. 



Student Communication

• If a student has not arrived 15 minutes before an exam is due to start, the school will 
attempt to make contact. 

• In the first instance we will make contact with parents. 

• We will be collecting student’s personal phone numbers shortly before the exam period. 
Where contact cannot be made with parents/guardians, we will contact the student 
directly. 

• Student contact details will be held securely and will only be accessible to senior leaders 
with responsibility for exams. 



If something happens…

• Please do not worry. 

• Call the school to make us aware of the situation.

• If your child arrives within 1 hour of the exam start time, they will be 
able to sit their exam and there is no requirement to make the exam 
board aware. 

• If they are more than an hour late, please contact the school. They 
can still sit the exam and we would need to make the exam board 
aware. The exam board will make a decision as to whether they will 
accept the paper.  



Food and Drink

• It is important that your child has eaten well and are hydrated before going into an exam. 

• Exam students can purchase breakfast from 8.00am - 8.30am

• Exam students will have their lunch slightly earlier than scheduled to ensure ample time 
to prepare. 



Entering your Exam

• Empty pockets

• If students are found with any pieces of paper (regardless of content), you may be 
disqualified for exam malpractice.

• Correct stationery

• If students are using a pencil case, it must be made of clear plastic

• Bring a bottle of water

• It must be clear with the sticker removed and no larger than 500ml

• Wear your uniform

• School uniform must be worn when sitting an exam. 



Digital Devices

• You must not enter the exam hall with any type of digital device. 

• This includes:

• Mobile Phones

• Headphones

• Wireless Earbuds (such as AirPods)

• Any type of wristwatch

• It is more difficult to differentiate between a traditional watch and a smartwatch. 
You are not allowed to wear any watches on your wrists. 

• Digital clocks are displayed around the exam hall. 





• The Year 11 Examinations and 
Revision section of the CTS website 
has specific revision guidance, 
helpful weblinks and past papers for 
all GCSE Subjects. 

• Year 11 Examinations & Revision

https://www.corbytechnicalschool.org/page/?title=Year+11+Examinations+%26amp%3B+Revision&pid=541


Satchel one
• Students will be set regular homework to 

support them in their revision via Satchel 
One. 



Revision 
Plan



Upcoming Assessments

Monday 5th February – Friday 9th February

SUBJECT Day START TIME DURATION LOCATION

English Language Monday 9.00am 1h 45m Sports Hall

Spanish (Writing) Monday 1.15pm 1h 20m Sports Hall

Biology/Combined Science Tuesday 9.00am 1H 45m/1H 10m Sports Hall

Chemistry/Combined Science Tuesday 1.15pm 1H 45m/1H 10m Sports Hall

Maths Paper 1 Wednesday 9.00am 1h 30m Sports Hall

Physics/Combined Science Wednesday 1.15pm 1H 45m/1H 10m Sports Hall

English Literature Thursday 9.00am 2h 15m Sports Hall

Maths Paper 2 Thursday 1.15pm 1h 30m Sports Hall

Maths Paper 3 Friday 9.00am 1h 30m Sports Hall



Morning / After School Sessions

• Most subjects are running morning/afternoon sessions 
outside of timetabled lessons for additional support. 

• Drop in for all students

• Invite only sessions for specific students

• The timetable is currently being amended to take into 
account new sessions and will be published to all Year 
11 students and parents by the end of w/b 8th January 
2024. 



Subject 
Conferences

Above and beyond 
sessions to give 
students the boost 
needed to increase 
their progress. In 
specific subjects. 

• . 

Starting 4th March 
2024

• A weekly conference 
will take place from 
this point onwards

An extended 2 
hour session (4pm-
6pm) held in our 
Theatre

• Taught by CTS and 
Brooke Weston Trust 
specialists

Snacks and drinks 
supplied!



Non-
Examined 
Assessment 
(NEA)

Students who study the below subjects will get a part of their grade 
determined by their performance in an NEA. 

• DT

• Art

• Media Studies

• Sport Science

• Engineering

• Food and Nutrition

Students have a high level of control over how well they perform in an NEA 
and it is really important that students maximise their marks in these areas. 

Earlier completion results in reduced stress and time to focus on public 
exams. 

Grab a Grade – w/b 15th January

• An opportunity for students to spend extended sessions completing their NEA. 

• Students not studying NEA subjects will attend their lessons as normal. 



English
AQA English Language

AQA English Literature

1. Course Content

2. What we’ve been doing in lessons

3. What we are doing next

4. Mock Exams

5. Summer Exams

6. Revision



AQA GCSE English LanguaGE (8700)

‘Writer’s Viewpoints and Perspectives’

Non-Fiction (Literary Non-Fiction)

2 Extracts

1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 1

Paper 2

‘Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing’

Fiction

1 Extract

1 hour 45 minutes

Spoken 
Language 

Endorsement



AQA English Literature
Set Texts:

 

Revision Tip 1: Encourage students to re-read the texts



AQA GCSE English Literature (8702)

Modern Drama (An Inspector 
Calls)

Power and Conflict Poetry

Unseen Poetry

2 hours 15 minutes

Paper 1

Paper 2

Shakespeare (Romeo & Juliet)

19th Century Novel (A 
Christmas Carol)

1 hour 45 minutes



Mock Examinations
• Mock Exams:

• English Language (Paper 1) – Monday 5th February

• English Literature (Paper 2) – Thursday 8th February
• An Inspector Calls

• Power and Conflict Poetry

• Unseen Poetry

• War Photographer
• Exposure
• Bayonet Charge
• Charge of the Light Brigade
• Poppies

• Remains
• Oxymandias
• My Last Duchess
• The Prelude
• Storm on the Island

• Tissue
• London
• The Emigrée
• Checking Out Me History
• London



Revision
Knowledge revision

• Re-reading core texts

• Revision guides (CGP vs. York Notes?)

• Mind-mapping key themes/characters/narratives

• YouTube (Mr Bruff – Literature Revision)

• Quote banks

Skills development

• Practise responses

• Exam style responses

• Weekly workouts (explained on next slide)



Year 11 Homework (Revision)
• Each week, you will be given a choice of three homework tasks to complete. 

• You must complete at least one (but you may complete more). 

• Each task has a recommended time limit but you are welcome to use more 
time (just don’t get carried away). 

• Complete on lined paper. 

• Set/Due: Every Monday

• Where to find the task:
• Satchel One

• Display board in English Corridor





This year students will be given a 
formula sheet. Students used this in 
their latest set of mock 
examinations.

Structure of the examinations
Exam Boarder



How to revise

OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM
https://www.sparxmaths.uk/



How to revise

OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM
https://www.sparxmaths.uk/



How to revise

OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM
https://www.sparxmaths.uk/



How to revise

Video tutorials Exam Questions – in an easy to print version Mark Scheme (Solutions)

OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM

MATHSGENIE.CO.UK



How to revise

OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM

MATHSGENIE.CO.UK

SATCHEL ONE



Summary:
▪ This is work for outside of lesson time.

▪ Use nudge videos to support

▪ A range of questions from recent class material and retrieval of previous 

content.

▪ Tailored to each student.

▪ No help to be given, but encouragement appreciated.

▪ Excellent revision tool!

OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM

How to revise



MATHS INTERVENTIONS

TUTOR TIME         WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY          A1.05/BOARD ROOM

AFTER SCHOOL            TUESDAY and FRIDAY         B1.11/ B1.12

TUESDAY 4-5PM FRIDAY 3-4PM

HIGHER and FOUNDATION TIERS:
Mr. Jackson
Mrs. Wynn
Mrs. Van Der Lith
Mr. Shaku

HIGHER and FOUNDATION TIERS:
Mrs. Wawryniuk
Ms. Khumalo
Ms. Cupid
Mrs. Jonga



Science



How to revise: The Statistics

66% 
material is 
forgotten 
after 7 
days

88% 
material is 
forgotten 
after 6 
weeks

Reading 
notes and 
text books 
leads to a 
mere 10% 
retention 




Know the gaps

•Use the pupil 
progress review to 
identify the gaps in 
knowledge

•During revision, ask 
teacher if unsure



Revision guides 
and workbooks

• These are all 
available to order on 
wisepay
•Please ask science 

teacher or myself if 
they are not sure of 
the tier



How to revise

• Workbooks, Topic Specific Past Paper Questions & Past Papers

• Completed alongside the revision guide.

• A few days later, attempt them without the revision guides

• Flash Cards

• Used to rehearse key concepts which you struggle with.

• Allows someone else to support you with your revision, without them needing 
to know the subject. 



How to revise

• Seneca
• Follow up topics taught in lessons
• Pick clips specific to weaknesses identified in both Paper 1 and Paper 2 

Mock examination
• Practice and build up knowledge
• (Once the knowledge is secure, students are more confident in answering 
questions where topics need to be linked together).

• Educake
• Immediate feedback provided when answering practice questions. These 
are set for homework each week but you can access questions from every 
topic at any point.



After a one hour revision session:

• 10 minutes later revise the topic for 10 minutes

• 1 day later revise the topic for 5 minutes

• 1 week later revise the topic for 2-5 minutes

• 1 month later revise the topic for 2-5 minutes

• Before exams revise the topic as required.

• Each time knowledge is reinforced; it enters deeper into the long-
term memory and becomes more stable.



Extra Support at School

•Three sessions
•Biology - Tuesday 8am
•Physics – Wednesday 8am
•Chemistry – Friday 8am



How to test 
your 
learning

• Use topic specific past exam 
questions on Physics and Maths
Tutor to test the topics

• Edexcel Past papers ( details on 
the website)

• CGP Workbooks (answers can be 
found in the library or with 
myself)

• Follow up with your class teacher 
to review and correct questions



Studying at CTS sixth form

• Access to high quality teaching

• A supportive and welcoming study environment

• Dedication enrichment & personal development 
programme

• Great opportunities for super-curricular 

• Work experience

• Tailored guidance for P18 options

• Oxbridge programme

• Student Leadership Team

• Personalised tutor programme



Entry requirements & applications

Route 1: A Level 

• Minimum of five GCSE’s (grades 9 to 5) including GCSE English Language and Mathematics at grade 5 
or above

Route 2: Other Level 3 Qualifications (Btec/Cambridge Nationals)

• Minimum of four GCSE’s (grades 9 to 5) including either GCSE English Language at grade 5 or above 
or GCSE Mathematics at grade 5 or above. 

In order to study individual subjects the specified GCSE entry grade criteria, as outlined in the course 
information brochure, need to be met. 

How to apply: Applications are open on the website and close 31st March 2014 with interviews 
following.

(Sixth form - joining us - link to Teams form)

Please come along to our next open evening: Tuesday 6th February 5pm – 6:30pm for more information 
and a chance to speak to our subject specialists!



Summary
Mrs Reynolds



Results Day - Thursday 22nd August 2024 

• A letter will be sent nearer the time.

• Students will have a staggered arrival time.

• All students are handed their results individually.

• Support from staff for next destinations including CTS 
Sixth form
• Careers Leader

• Senior staff

• Careers support continues for the next few weeks until 
students are settled with their new destination.



Mr Foreman – KS4 Raising 
Standards Leader

• Mr Foreman will be your first point of contact if you are have 
any queries or concerned about your child’s progress. 

• You can expect regular contact in the coming months from Mr 
Foreman regarding invites to study sessions, subject 
conferences and anything else pertinent to your child’s 
academic progress. 

• Contact details for Mr Foreman can be found on the Year 11 
Examinations and Revision section of the website. 

• You can also find contact details for careers, exams or general 
student queries in this area. 



Parent/Carer 
Survey

• A link will be sent to you via 
email

• As the parents/carers of some of 
our most mature students, you 
know us well!

• Please take the time to share 
your feedback with the school
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